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Speech 120

Persuasive speech

Why you should apply for scholarships

I. Introduction


A) Opening statement:
In a few years picture yourself at your graduation ceremony from a four year college. You are excited and talking about your next steps in life with your two best friends which you met in college. The first friend mentions how nice it is to finally be free to do what ever she wants. You and your second friend look at each other wishing for that same freedom but now you both have a different kind of ball and chain. You both are in debt from student loan and you owe nearly $18,000. your second friend would like to continue his education at law school and plans to barrow $120,000 more. He estimates that he will be paying off his debt for fifteen years after school. You then remember back to your community college days and wish that you had listened to that girl in your speech class when she told you about how to apply for scholarships.

B) Thesis statement

In this speech I am going to tell you why you should apply for scholarships


C) Ethos statement


I am qualified to speak on this because I am researching this for myself and while it is fresh in my mind I would like to share with you what I have learned. 


D) Need statement


If you devote two Saturdays to this you could receive thousands of dollars in scholarships and financial aid. 


E) Preview of main points

1) scholarships save money and keep you out of debt

2) the application process is not as labor intensive as you might think

3) the most common excuses for not applying can be addressed and resolved in a practical manner 
II. Main points

A)  Scholarships save money and keep you out of debt
1)  what are the odds of you getting in debt form a four year college degree
a) of the person to your right and left and you, 2 of you will be in debt
b) average for college nearly $18,000
c) average for private college well over $22,000
d) government tops off at $23,000

e) over $23,000 = private loan = higher interest rates  = longer time in debt
2) why is this a big deal

a) graduates can’t afford to be teachers

b) harder to buy a home

c) harder to get married

d) harder to afford children

3) saving your money (investing?)

a) if you are the one out of three that does not need finical aid to pay for college then applying for scholarships means that you can save or invest the money that you would have spent 
TS 
Convincing you to keep your money is not very hard. I would like to talk to you about an irrational fear that prevented me from applying sooner. I though that applying would take me all my weekends and school nights and that all the work that I did would mostly be a waste of time because I wouldn’t get the scholarships anyway. This is not true. The first three hours that I spent working on grants and scholarships earned me over six thousand dollars. 
B)  the application process is not as labor intensive as you might think
1) mental preparation

a)understand that it is not fun 


b)think of it like work that pays $100/hr


c)maybe have a reward at the end for yourself (movie, pizza)

2) two full boring Saturdays for scholarships

3) first Saturday/Sunday, gather and organize 
a) plan out how long you are willing to work on the scholarship process, (5-8 focused hours)  

b) look for tons of scholarships that apply to you and organize them


-put them in your favorites/bookmark then

-you may need to have a request form sent to you

- you may need references to recommend you

c) write down all the information that you will be needing (that you don't have off the top of your head (ex: social security, when you took a certain class…)
4)  second Saturday/Sunday, fill out forms and send in
a) collect all of the needed information that your wrote down but couldn’t remember.

b) Start filling out forms

5) what to look for in a scholarship

a) who can receive the scholarship


b) what you need to do


c) when is the deadline

4) where you should look for them


a) the finical aid office at the school you are applying to

I. they can answer your question faster than you can look them up if you can get down to there office or call them


b) internet is definitely the easiest and most convenient way to find scholarships but there are is a lot more competition for them.


c) your community. 
I. these are the scholarships that you will have the least competition for but may take the most effort to find. 
II. personal talents should be considered
1. chess

2. gardening

3. art

4. club membership (boy/girl scouts, 4H)

TS
now that you know that applying for scholarships is achievable I would like to speak on some final concerns that might keep you from applying for a scholarship

C) the most common excuses for not applying can be addressed and resolved in a practical manner


1) don’t want to writ an essay

a) use old personal statement (which is mandatory for your college application anyway)

b) you may need to tweak it a little for the specific scholarship that you are applying for

c) Ex: scholarship from a Buddhist temple means you may need to include more information on how Buddhism applies to yourself



2) no Scholarships for a person like me
a)  I have bad grades 

b)  I am financially well off

c)  I’m not a ‘minority’



3)  to much effort 

a)  somehow your college is going to have to be paid for

b)  loan just put off payment 
c)  working up enough and then going would take forever

d)  if you have personal savings or you parents that can pay for college, then you could apply for scholarships and invest your savings
e)  this is like working for around $100/hr. It is worth the effort!
TS
now that I have finished talking about common excesses for not applying lets do a quick review of what I talked about in this speech

III. Conclusion

A) Summary of Main points

1) scholarships save money and keep you out of debt

2) the application process is not as labor intensive as you might think

3) the most common excuses for not applying can be addressed and resolved in a practical manner 

B) Thesis

In this speech I talked with you about why you should apply for scholarships

C) Closing statement

In closing I would like to let you know that each year millions of scholarship dollars are not used because people don't apply for the money. There is a killing to make out there and all you need to do is ask for it. Thank you.
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