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Abstract

This paper examines the failure of high-trust institutions and specifically the pharmaceutical industry and scientific community. Three steps found in these institutions, dismissal of truth, denial, and defense, cause ethical breakdown, deterioration of trust and loss of reputation in the eyes of the public. The behaviors making a high-trust institution fail and behaviors exhibited in defending a paradigm are so similar that one must consider that the scientific community will lose the trust of the public by defending the evolution paradigm, just as the pharmaceutical industry is failing by defending a position at odds with the truth. 

